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Best way to get around Portland is by bike, especially if 
you fancy a quick coffee. And don’t think that bike pile 
is just for show. Bikes can be acquired from there — 
and returned.  — submitted photos

The train stops at Goose Hollow, 
Beaverton Creek, Willow Creek and 
Hawthorn Farm, among other such 
whimsically named places. As I look 
back and forth between the window 
and the transit map, I expect Port-
land to resemble a scene from Wind 
in the Willows.

It doesn’t.
At first sight, warehouses, emp-

ty lots and steel bridges reflect an 
industrial, blue-collar past that’s 
anything but rustic. The only thing 
greyer than the January sky is the 
Willamette River, which separates 
downtown Portland from its east-
ern neighbourhoods. 

But during the short walk to my 
hotel I begin to appreciate Port-

land from the sidewalk level. Many 
of those empty lots are filled with 
food carts selling cheap eats; cui-
sines from Venezuela to Vietnam, 
Poland to Peru. It’s said that Port-
land’s great restaurants of tomorrow 
get their start here. They need to be 
good because competition’s fierce. 

I immediately head out for break-
fast. Two blocks away, the lineup 
for Voodoo Doughnuts is down the 
street, but then in Portland, Voodoo 
is an institution. Customers don’t 
come only for the Bacon Maple Bar 
or the Triple Chocolate Penetration, 
some actually get married here!

I don’t do lineups and I’m too hun-
gry to make the trip to northeast 
Portland for Voodoo’s other outlet, 

so I walk back to Stumptown Coffee 
for a jolt and a browse of the mag-
azine rack. I’m briefly engrossed in 
Bitch Magazine’s story about Justin 
Bieber’s role as a lesbian hair icon. 
Then my stomach leads me next 
door to Bijou Café.

It’s the omelette that bears repeat-
ing: wild mushrooms and melted 
goat cheese wrapped in the lightest 
egg duvet with an organic pork sau-
sage on the side.

It may have been a bit much before 
a bike tour called Bites by Bike. But 
the best way to get your bearings 
quickly in a new city is by bike. 

And like its coffee and its beer, 
Portland does bicycling exception-
ally well. 

“Motorists here are probably the 
most courteous in the country,” 
says Scott Klees, a Louisiana native 
who moved to Portland about six 
years ago. “That doesn’t mean you 
should assume they’ll all stop for 
you, though.”

Klees guides for Pedal Bike Tours. 
Over the course of the next four 
hours, he leads me on a tour that’s 
low on miles, heavy on calories. 

Outside Cacao DrinkChocolate 
next to the Zoobomb Pile, a tower of 
miniature bikes piled high around 
a girder. 

It seems like a fitting landmark at 
which to wrap up the tour, but it’s not 
just some bizarre street art.

“All these bikes are actually used 

on a regular basis,” explains Scott.
Zoobombing is a weekly event in 

Portland, usually conducted well 
into the night. Zoobombers ride 
transit to Washington Park station 
near Oregon Zoo and hurtle en 
masse downhill at up to 35 miles 
per hour.

It’s all a little anarchic, and I’m 
reminded of it later that evening as 
I stroll to Tugboat Brewing. In six-
foot letters on the side of a building 
reads a sign: “KEEP PORTLAND 
WEIRD”. 

I’ll drink to that. 
For bike tours and rentals in Port-

land, visit pedalbiketours.com/
bike-tours/portland, or call 503 243-
2453.
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SPACIOUS SUITES | POOL ACCESS | PRIVATE HOT TUBS | INCREDIBLE LOCATION

Rates from $149 includes parking

At Whistler’s finest boutique
Hotel in the heart of Whistler Village.

Whistler, British Columbia | 1.888.932.2323 | sundialhotel.com

Escape to
Whistler!

Contact your Travel Agent or call toll free
1 877 469 2977 or visit www.goway.com 83
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6 Nights $2949
TahiTi

Round trip air from Los Angeles to Papeete
on Air Tahiti Nui, transfers, 6 nights Sofitel

Moorea Ia Ora Beach Resort in an Overwater
Bungalow, breakfast daily, Free room upgrade!

Save up to
$2000
per couple!

Price per person, twin share. Travel to 30 Sep'11. Book 31 Jul'11. Taxes $400. Trip code: 90604

EXCEPTIONAL SAVINGS ON ALL HOLLAND AMERICA CRUISES –
PLEASE ASK US FOR A QUOTE!

* New bookings only. Prices are per person based on 2 sharing and subject to availability at the time of booking. Fuel surcharges (if reinstated
by the cruise lines) are not included: PRICES INCLUDE CRUISE & AIR TAXES. These taxes are subject to additional costs should
the airlines or cruise lines increase them after booking. Ships registry: Netherlands. CruisePlus Management Ltd. BPCPC # 3325-0

$3999*cad
InsIde

sydney
to Vancouver
26 nights; March 5, 2012

Includes air from Vancouver,
3 nights hotel, 23 night cruise
& taxes
Sydney, New Caledonia, Fiji,
Samoa, Fanning Island, Hawaii,
Vancouver
Amenities: $50 pp shipboard credit
and Pinnacle Grill dinner

ms Volendam

$5999*cad
Balcony

$1099*cad
InsIde

$1299*cad
Balcony

coastal, san
diego & Vegas
9 nights; oct 4, 2011

Includes air back to
Vancouver, 5 nights hotel,
4 night cruise & taxes
Vancouver - Victoria -
San Diego
2 nights deluxe hotel in San Diego,
flight from San Diego to Las Vegas,
3 nights Las Vegas Flamingo

ms Oosterdam

$3499*cad
InsIde

$3899*cad
oceanVIew

Rotterdam
to Rome
17 nights; sept 16, 2011

Includes roundtrip Vancouver
air, 5 nights hotel, 12 night
cruise & taxes
Rotterdam, Dover, Channel
islands, Lisbon, Cadiz, Malaga,
Cartagena, Barcelona, Naples,
Rome
Amenities: $50 pp shipboard credit
& Pinnacle Grill dinner

ms Rotterdam

australia/
new Zealand
20 nights; oct 19, 2011

Incl. roundtrip Vancouver air, 6
nts hotel, 14 nt cruise & taxes
Auckland, Tauranga, Napier,
Wellington, Picton, Christchurch,
Dunedin, Burnie, Melbourne, Sydney
INCLUDES 3 NIghtS DELUxE hotEL
IN both AUCkLAND & SyDNEy
pLUS DESIrAbLE AIr!
Amenities: $50 pp shipboard credit
& Pinnacle Grill dinner

ms Volendam

$4899*cad
InsIde

Book today! 1-800-854-9664 or visit
www.cruiseplus.ca

$5099*cad
oceanVIew
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